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Richard Marius The Christian Century Paul Johnson, an English Roman Catholic, has given us the best one-volume history of
Christianity ever done. -- Review

Review

Malcolm MuggeridgeNew Statesman (London)Paul Johnson's study of Christianity, from his namesake Apostle to Pope John XXIII, more
particularly in relation to the role in world history of the Roman Catholic Church and other institutional manifestations, can only be
described as masterly. It combines a great wealth of scholarship, including many fascinating byways as well as the main highways, with
a vigorous, confident style, a kind of innate intensity which carries the narrative along so that it rarely falters and is never dull.
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W. H. C. FrendThe New York Review of BooksHis is a tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever
attempted and perhaps the most radical. In eight sections, with a great range of reading and a knowledge that is never made tedious,
he tells the story of the rise, greatness, and decline of Christianity.

Richard MariusThe Christian CenturyPaul Johnson, an English Roman Catholic, has given us the best one-volume history of Christianity
ever done.

Michael McCauleyCommonwealThat the history of Christianity can be lucidly surveyed in a single, comprehensive volume of 556 pages
is no small accomplishment. To Paul Johnson's credit A History of Christianity neither skimps on significant details or wallows in
scholarly fussiness. Johnson provides a panoramic overview of events which have shaped our twentieth century Western lifestyle far
more than we realize....For economy of style combined with a sympathetic understanding of the nearly 2000 years of Christianity's
conflicts as well as its glorious achievements, Johnson's History is exceptional.

J. Enoch PowellThe Daily Telegraph (London)lt is astonishingly well done.

Robert KirschLos Angeles TimesJohnson has written a readable and provocative history based more on politics, economics and social
and cultural facts than on theology....[He] bases his account on modern scholarship, achieves objectivity without aridity, arrives at the
present age after examining the recurring cycles of religious response to situations.

Mayo MohsTimeAn ambitious, magisterial and ultimately positive book.
Martin E. MartyThe New York Times Book ReviewA reliable if hard-edged story of the public church.

See all Editorial Reviews
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First Sentence:
SOME TIME ABOUT THE MIDDLE of the first century AD, and very likely in the year 49, Paul of Tarsus travelled south from Antioch to
Jerusalem and there met the surviving followers of Jesus of Nazareth, who had been crucified about sixteen years before. Read the first
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57 of 58 people found the following review helpful:

solid introduction to the history of Christianity,
January 19, 2003

By Yalensian - See all my reviews

Given the two millennia which the history of Christianity fills, Johnson's
work is necessarily limited in what it covers and in the detail it devotes to
certain topics. In a book of this nature (one designed for a general
readership), much is left out. But the "spine" is there, and Johnson traces
the development of the Church from the time of Christ (with some brief
background information on Jewish sects before Christ) through,
approximately, Vatican Il and Humanae Vitae.

The Catholic Church is more the topic of the book than is Christianity in
general. Perhaps this results from the age of Catholicism versus the age
Protestant denominations. After all, for three quarters of the period
covered, the Catholic Church was virtually alone on the scene, at least as
far as Western Europe (Johnson's focus) was concerned. But even in the
post-Reformation era, Protestantism receives attention that pales in
comparison to that given Catholicism. And the Eastern Orthodox churches
are mentioned virtually not at all after the 1054 split, except to compare
the Church's adherence to Latin while the Orthodox churches accepted the
native tongues of its members. All of this is fine, of course, but the title is
somewhat misleading in this regard. A better title might have been "A
History of Catholicism™ or "A History of Christianity in the West."

That said, this is still an excellent book, and the material it includes is
examined excellently. Theological doctrine and debates necessarily enter
the story (such as the Trinity and the Pope's infallibility), but this is not a
history of doctrine and its development. Rather, Johnson focuses on the
evolution of Christianity (or, if you like, the Church) as a political, social,
legal, and economic institution, one centered in Western Europe but also
attempting to radiate outward--through the Crusades, missionary work,
and, later, attempting to establish a foothold in North America. A key
element of the story is the church-versus-state relationship, which changed
over time. At times, the Church was the dominant player, and at other
times, it yielded much authority to European monarchs. Much of the history
witnesses series of give-and-take between church and state and, of course,
concludes with the triumph of the state and also with the virtual separation
of the world into two (sometimes competing) spheres.

This is an excellent treatment of Christian history, summarizing in 500
pages what could legitimately fill (and has filled) many thousands of pages.
It is more than mere narrative as well, for Johnson includes many insightful
analyses and draws thought-provoking conclusions. The book does not
assume too much pre-existing knowledge of the subject (although having
read the Bible, or at least Acts, would probably be helpful for the first part
of the book), and it serves as a very fine starting point for studying the
history of Christianity.

Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?
(Report this)

110 of 118 people found the following review helpful:

Excellent work by Johnson, historian and mistress-
spanker, October 27, 2000

By Hans Friedrich (Greenwood, CA United States) - See all my reviews

Paul Johnson is easily the best pop-historian writing today. He's so good,
his books almost qualify as serious academics- really the only thing that
keeps them "popular" literature is their astonishingly ambitious scope, far
too wide to facilitate truly serious study. But it is this breadth of scope
which | love most about them. Johnson writes these sweeping studies of
peoples, movements and centuries that provide a framework for
understanding that is simply invaluable. In his History of Christianity, he

http://www.amazon.com/History-Christianity-Paul-Johnson/dp/0684815036
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Tendentious and Misleading,
even if "Entertaining”
Paul Johnson passes as an "entertaining" or
"popular” writer of history largely because
he is provocative and one-sided.
Read more
Published 12 months ago by Charles F. Shonk

Very readable and interesting
look at Christian history
My first introduction to Paul Johnson was
his Modern Times Revised Edition: The
World from the Twenties to the Nineties
(Perennial Classics). Read more
Published 13 months ago by Jeffrey Van Wagoner

Tracing your christian roots
This author does a great job of discussing
what is known and what is generally
accepted about the history of the Christian
religion from Jesus' time to modern day.
Read more
Published 18 months ago by Michael R. Beatty

A good solid read about a
very complex subject
For some one who has just turned to this
subject of history. | was very pleasantly
surprised by this massive, well written and
fact filled book about Christianity.
Read more
Published 22 months ago by David D. Lawson

best history
This is the best history in modern times and
newer histories fall short of content and
readability.
Published 23 months ago by Kenneth B. Robinson

It is a very anecdotal book
Undoubly, this is a book writen by a very
documented and undestanding author, but
what is written not let the reader makes a
great christianity hisToRy picture.
Read more
Published on February 26, 2007 by José
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has done it again.

I've heard that Johnson is Roman Catholic, but he doesn't come across that

way in his book. He's very unbiased toward any one tradition. But that's not

to say he's an impartial observer. He alternately lambastes and praises
almost every major figure in church history from Augustine to John Calvin
to the spineless Pius XII.

The narrative is constructed as a tension between the forces of humanism
in the church, and the more conservative elements. Both sides have had

their problems, often springing from dogmatism and overzealous application

of their own philosophies to the lives of others, through the instrument of
the state. Of all the personalities treated in the book, his favorite seems to
be Erasmus, who he sees as almost the ideal Christian- intellectual, but
with conviction, open-minded, but with a foundation for his thought.

There's not much pre-A.D. history provided as background in the book, but
this doesn't detract from the quality of the history that is given. | assume
that A History of Christianity takes up where Johnson's History of the Jews
left off, so | plan on reading it before long. My only real regrets about this
book are that it doesn't deal more with the Eastern Orthodox church and
that it ends in 1970. I'm also interested in reading an academic study of
American fundamentalism, a movement which | find fascinating in its
strangeness, although Johnson only touches on it briefly here. I'd highly

recommend A History of Christianity to anyone with even a passing interest
in church history. The context it provides for further study is invaluable and

the book, although a long read, is a delight.

Comment (1) | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?
(Report this)

58 of 62 people found the following review helpful:
Popular, but solid history, August 4, 2006
By R. W. Schwerdt (Colorado Springs) - See all my reviews

This review is from: History of Christianity (Hardcover)

| needed to use this for a graduate level course. For that, | thought it was
less than suitable. But this is a solid history, that gives some depth on a
popular level. It's aimed at a general audience, and has little citation of
direct sources. Still, Johnson is a solid historian, and I'd recommend the
book to anyone interested in the history of the Christian faith and church.

Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?
(Report this)
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Complete, Non
denominational
This book is not an easy read but neither is
it covering an easy subject. It starts from
the Immediate pre-Christian era and
continues to the modern period.
Read more
Published on February 16, 2007 by C. D. Eddie

Well done
For such a major topic, | think he covers it
quite well. It is indeed the history of
Christianity. Though a Christian himself he
neither glosses over Christian atrocities
nor... Read more
Published on February 7, 2007 by Lesley J. Hahn

Major Flaw
I was looking for an objective book on
Christian history; | was however
disappointed by this book in that it referred
to the Prophet of Islam (Christianity's major
rival), as a... Read more
Published on December 4, 2006 by Munir

Good summary of Christian
history
For some reason, | have not liked this work
of narrative history that Paul Johnson has
written, and for this reason | only give it
four stars. Read more
Published on October 23, 2006 by Greg
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