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Most Helpful Customer Reviews

 16 of 20 people found the following review helpful:

 Redefining Christianity, April 23, 2002

By A Customer

If you consider yourself a Christian and believe that the Word of God is
divinely inspired and infallible, you will be insulted by the heresies
contained in this book. If, on the other hand, you don't care what the Bible
has to say about sin, redemption, the atoning work of Jesus on the Cross
(Schuller says Jesus did this so that He would not become egotistical!) and
other crucial issues of Christianity, and you just want to feel good about
yourself, read away! Please look at some articles on the internet and see
for yourself before you buy this book.
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 13 of 16 people found the following review helpful:

 Christian language with pagan meaning,
September 18, 2004

By Brian G Hedges  (Niles, Michigan) - See all my reviews
   

This review is from: Self Esteem: The New Reformation (Paperback)

The last two decades have certainly seen a reformation in the church as it
has adopted the self-esteem gospel as the heart of its message, and Robert
Schuller is one of the prophets of this movement. But, unlike the Protestant
Reformation of the 16th century, this reformation is moving the church
further away from God's Word, not closer. Schuller sounds orthodox at first.
He uses familiar catchphrases of the Bible: sin, salvation, kingdom of God.
For example, he writes: "I am convinced that the deepest of all human
needs is salvation from sin and hell." But, unfortunately, Schuller means
something different by those words than what you might think.
Understanding sin to be "rebellion against God" is "shallow and insulting
the human being." Schuller defines sin as "any act or thought that robs
myself or another human being of his or her self-esteem" and hell as "the
loss of pride that naturally follows separation from God." And what is God?
Schuller refers to him as "the ultimate and unfailing source of our soul's
sense of self-respect." "Lack of faith" is defined as "a profoundly deep sense
of unworthiness." The cross of Christ is seen as "God's price tag on a human
soul." And "the most serious sin is the one that causes me to say, `I am
unworthy.' Schuller goes so far as to say that: "once a person believes he is
an `unworthy sinner,' it is doubtful if he can really honestly accept the
saving grace God offers in Jesus Christ." The kingdom of God is not the
reign and rule of Jesus Christ but the "community of caring and Christ-
inspired, compassionate people, who are committed to building a
self-respecting society of persons whose inalienable right to self-worth
controls communications, evangelism, economics, social ethics, and political
systems. What about self-denial? Schuller says that "self-affirmation . . . is
the pathway to self-denial." In short, Schuller empties these terms of their
biblical meaning and realigns everthing with man at the center. According
to him, "classical theology has erred in its insistence that theology be
'God-centered,' not 'man-centered.'

 Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?    
(Report this)

 5 of 5 people found the following review helpful:

 The Gospel of Robert, December 3, 2005

By Proud American Conservative  (CO) - See all my reviews

This is the worst theological book ever written. Schuller is twisting the
Scriptures out of proportion in order to steer the church in the direction.
This is exactly what has happened since the publication of this book back in
1982. Schuller however, does begin with some good points, such as the
issues of sin, salvation, and hell, but he offers the wrong solution. He thinks
that if we recognize that we are sinful, then we cannot accept the saving
grace that God offers. GIVE ME A BREAK! You would have to be Biblically
illiterate and stupid to believe this. Yet this is exactly what Schuller has
said in this book. In Schuller's world, the only immoral people are in his
words "legalists" (Christians with strong moral convictions). His ministry,
closely aligned to the tolerance movement popular in today's culture, has
simply told us "Come just as you are. You don't need to change to be here.
You don't need to change the way you dress, you don't need to change
anything. Come just as you are. These words are included in many of the
lyrics of today's Contemporary Christian Music songs. I guess the narrow
gate (Matthew 7:13) gets tossed out the window. Is it any wonder why our
churches in America today, are not taking sin seriously. Is it any wonder
why the Episcopalian church in New Hampshire endorsed an openly
homosexual bishop, even though he divorced his wife, and began having
sexual relations with another man. Or how about the church in California
who ran ads, depicting them as open and tolerant toward homosexuals
(December 2004). The Bible clearly says that homosexuality is a sin
(Romans 1:26-27). Do these people get it? But then they would say "our
God doesn't care about all the moral hang-ups that you people worry about.
God is a loving God. My God would never throw me into hell for dressing
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 A Groundbreaking Manifesto
Again, I am always astonished by those who
throw blanket critiques at Robert Schuller
without actually reading the book.
Read more
Published on May 11, 2005 by David Spuria

 This book will heal anyone!
Everyone should read this book! It will
mend broken lives. It will help you to
realize your dreams !It will enable you to
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you would become !
Published on May 3, 1999
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immodestly or being a homosexual. He loves me and wants the best for
me."

"Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God. Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (I
Corinthians 6:9). Does this remind you of anyone in your church?

I highly reccomend that you read "Hard to Believe" by John F. Macarthur
instead of this jumble that the tolerance movement of the 1960s would
have been proud of.

 Comment (1) | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?    
(Report this)
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