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Cardinal Ratzinger seeks to deepen our understanding of the Bible's most fundamental
principle. The covenant defines religion for Christians and Jews. We cannot discern God's
design or his will if we do not meditate upon his covenant.

The covenant, then, is the principle that unites the New Testament with the Old, the
Scriptures with Tradition, and each of the various branches of theology with all the others.
The covenant does more than bridge the gaps between these elements; it fills in the
gaps, so that biblical scholarship, dogmatic theology, and magesterial authority all stand
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In Many Religions, One Covenant, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger spans the deep divides in
modern Catholic scholarship to present a compelling biblical theology, modern in its
concerns yet classical in its breadth. It is his classical mastery, his ressourcement, that
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Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | therefore
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!
Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body
with her? For, as it is written, Page 61
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Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the
people; and they said, 'All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will
be obedient. Page 59
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