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That said, the Buddhist influences in Jesus' teachings are plainly there;
behind them are Zarathustrian and Hindu thought.
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this one is even more heretical than Stephen Mitchell's 'The Gospel
According to Jesus'. | could take the fact that Jesus was really the
illegitimate son of a Roman soldier and a Jewish woman, rather than an
immaculate conception; but to be asked to believe that he studied
Buddhism with Theravadan missionaries is a bit much methinks. Granting
even that there was contact between Buddhist missionaries from Ashoka's
time and Greece of Jesus's time, there is no necessity to 'explain’ Jesus's
revelation or sayings as borrowings from anothere culture, methinks. Such
enlightened beings as Jesus and Buddha have always popped up every now
and then, spontaneously, and when they sound a lot alike, why should we
be surprised and try to look for hidden connections? The real connection is
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scholarly book here, with lots of interesting history, just a bit too polemical
for me to take real seriously. Definitely worth reading for the history.
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