Bishop: Call God ‘Allah’ to ease relations - Europe- msnbc.com

http://www.msnbc.msn.con/id/20279326/

Equifax Credit Watch™ Gold

.Blcr:mh

, auds S S LR lets you get back to your life.

. * Dinner. = -

N A EQuIFAX

d Hang
Search America's #1 News Site u MSN Home | Mail More Sign In
featuring Today Show Nightly News Dateline Meet the Press MSNBC TV NBC Sport
World news Europe

Categories

U.S. news

Dutch bishop: Call God ‘Allah’ to ease relations

Roman Catholic leader stokes already heated debate on religion

World news
Americas
Africa
Asia-Pacific
Conflictin Iraq

South/Central
Asia

Europe
Mideast/N. Africa
Terrorism
Wonderful World
Business
Politics
Sports
Entertainment
Health

Tech & science
Travel

Local news

Weather

Browse
Video

Photos

Disable Fly-out

Marketplace

Credit Score $0
at CreditReport.com

Scottrade
$7 online trades

Progressive
Get car insurance

Start a business
Entrepreneur.com

Netflix
Try for Free

f INTERACTIVE

a Europe video

British airways asks employees

to work for free

June 17: The chief executive
of British Airways announces that

Islam in Europe

A country-by-country
rundown on the numbers,
history and issues.

MORE VIDEO

he will work for free during July,
and is asking other employees to do the same. NBC's Jim

Maceda reports.

Graffiti honors celebs in London's Royal Albert Hall

Teen sues for tattoo gone wrong

u Video

NBC World Blog

The secrets behind
'Angels and Demons'
May 25: Just how
accurate is the popular
new film? In Rome,
NBC's Keith Miller
investigates Vatican
mysteries.

Today show

NBC News correspondents and
producers around the globe share
their insight on news events.

TrET

SIGN UP FOR TEXT MESSAGE FEWS ALERTS
s msnbc.com

Breaking news alerts (about 1 per day)
Click here to sign up or text NEWS to MSNBC (67622).

Find more alerts at alerts.msnbc.com

Your weather

Sponsored links

Your city Mom's Secret T¢
White Teeth

Read The Trick Discovered
A Mom To Turn Yellow Yeel
White In Days!

www. SandysTeethSucess.c

Your city Mom Lost 47lbs
W/1 Rule!

| Cut Down 47+ Ibs of Stom
Fat In 4 Weeks By Obeying
Old Rule!
www.RachelRayBlogger.cor

Your city News: 'Mom Ear
$7k/Mo At Home!"

Read The Story of How Ay
city Mom Turned $1.97 Into
$7359.65
SarahsMoneyBlog.com

(1) Trick to Cheaper Auto
Insurance

Learn how | forced auto
insurance companies comp
for my business.
www.MariahsBlog.net

Your city Mom Got Skinny
Following 1 Rule!

| Slashed 53lbs of Pure Fat
Effortlessly by Obeying 1 O
Rule. (Read)
www.KristinGotSkinny.com

Resource guide

Get Your 2009 Credit Scc

Scottrade

§7 Online Trades

Scottrade: $7 online trade

§
:

Our rates vs. the others

En

Find a business to start

NETELIX

Movies delivered - Try fre

6/17/2009 12:59 PM



Bishop: Call God ‘Allah’ to ease relations - Europe- msnbc.com

2 of 4

AP Associated Press

Your forecast
updated 8:29 a.m. PT, Wed., Aug 15, 2007

Click to see the weather outlook for

AMSTERDAM - A Roman Catholic Bishop in the your destination

Netherlands has proposed people of all faiths
refer to God as Allah to foster understanding,
stoking an already heated debate on religious Most popular
tolerance in a country with one million Muslims.

Most viewed Top rated Most e-mailed
Bishop Tiny Muskens, from the southern diocese U.S. denies Iranian charges of meddling
of Breda, told Dutch television on Monday that Makeover! Widow goes from gray to red-hot

God did not mind what he was named and that in

Eddie Bauer files for bankruptcy protection

Indonesia, where Muskens spent eight years,
priests used the word "Allah" while celebrating

Miami priest in photo scandal weds girlfriend

Mass. Tattoo gone wrong: Stars and gripes forever?

Most viewed on msnbc.com

"Allah is a very beautiful word for God. Shouldn't
we all say that from now on we will name God
Allah? ... What does God care what we call him? It is our problem."

Story continues below |

advertisement | your ad here

4/9: Obama Urges
Homeowners to Refinance

$133 000 Morlgage for Under $679/Month!
On Aprl 9, President Obama

urged families to take
advantage of low rates by
refinancing their mortgages
7 to 9 millior homeoviners
across the country could be
benehitting from ||"u=se low
rates. Think you're one of
them? ‘You may be eligible to
refinance and make your
mortgage more affordable

Click hera or select your state
below.

Calculate New House Payment

Select State:

A survey in the Netherlands' biggest-selling newspaper De Telegraaf on
Wednesday found 92 percent of the more than 4,000 people polled
disagreed with the bishop's view, which also drew ridicule.

"Sure. Lets call God Allah. Lets then call a church a mosque and pray
five times a day. Ramadan sounds like fun,"” Welmoet Koppenhol wrote
in a letter to the newspaper.

Gerrit de Fijter, chairman of the Protestant Church in the Netherlands,
told the paper he welcomed any attempt to “create more dialogue”, but
added: "Calling God ‘Allah' does no justice to Western identity. | see no
benefit in it."

A spokesman from the union of Moroccan mosques in Amsterdam said
Muslims had not asked for such a gesture.

CLICK FOR RELATED CONTENT
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Islam in Europe: A special report

Religious tensions on the rise

Signs of tension had already surfaced in the last two weeks after the
head of a committee for former Muslims was attacked and populist
anti-immigration politician Geert Wilders called for the Koran to be
banned.

Bishop Muskens, who will shortly retire, has raised eyebrows in the
past with suggestions that those who are hungry may steal bread and
that condoms should be permissible in the fight against HIV and AIDS.

Some Dutch Muslims welcomed his comments as a valuable gesture of
support coming just days after Wilders branded the Quran a "fascist
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book" in the vein of Adolf Hitler's "Mein Kampf" which legitimizes
violence.

Wilders, whose new party won nine seats out of the 150 in parliament
in last November's elections, is well known for his firebrand remarks on

Islam.

He said an attack by two Moroccans and a Somali on the head of a
Dutch group for "ex-Muslims" had spurred him to write.

Issues of immigration and integration had faded from the Dutch
political agenda over the last year, after a period of unprecedented
social tension sparked by the 2004 murder of Theo Van Gogh, a
filmmaker critical of Islam, by a Muslim militant.
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