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FOREWORD

I HAVE written this book with the aim that it will serve to bring a ray of hope into the otherwise
cheerless life of an alcoholic who is desperately seeking some means of overcoming his destructive habit.

It is principally because | have encountered a hopeless OWhatOs the use?O attitude among so many
of the alcoholic cases | have met in the course of my medical practice that | am writing to tell alcoholics of
the sure promise of lasting relief and happiness for them in Gld@/ord.

| have seen many a desperate alcoholic, literally at the Oend of his ropeO and overburdened with a
deepseated sense of the futility and purposelessness of life, change literally to a new creature and gain
fresh spiritual strength and hopedhgh GodOs power in his life.

Medical leaders are constantly reaffirming their inability to cope fully with the alcohol problem
and its byproduct, the alcoholic. In this book | explain, by means of actual case histories, how even the
worst alcoholics came reclaimed to lives of happiness and usefulness through a combination of medical
kid spiritual therapy.

Whether you are an alcoholic or not, there is much in this book that will bring you new
understanding of the complex problems the alcoholic must faed the part you can play in helping him
solve them.

THE AUTHOR
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1. THE BIBLE COMES TO THE ALCOHOLIC WARD

THEREOS a Mr. Rogers here who wants to talk to you, Dr. Hewitt,O my office nurse informed me
one morning not long ago. OHe says heOs from thelacahabilitation center downtown, and that itOs
very important that he get in touch with you right away. HeOs on extension number two.O

Henry Rogers was a fine Christian man who had dedicated his life to the welfare of others. He had
arrived at the clinic several years previously, almost dead from acute alcoholism. He was put into the
hospital ward and gradually nursed back to health. It was only then that | was able to drag from him the
admission that it was his overpowering senseinfulness that had caused him to progress from social
drinking to alcoholic oblivion, and that this had resulted in his becoming an alcoholic. | had many long
talks with him and finally convinced him that God would forgive any sin, no matter how heihthus,
sinner would merely repent, ask His forgiveness, and keep His commandments from then on, through His
grace.

| could almost see HenryOs burden of guilt drop from him, and from that moment on he became
one of the clinicOs most devoted and consechaipers. Every day he would go to the alcoholic hospital
ward and conduct Bible lessons for the inmates. As it turned out, it was this phase of the work that Henry
wanted to talk to me about.

OOh, Dr. Hewitt,O Henry began, OlOve decided to take yioeraal/go to General Hospital for
that operation for double hernia. The only thing that has been delaying me is my reluctance to leave without
finding someone to carry on my daily Bible studies in the alcoholic ward. Then last night like a flash it
came 6 meDr. Hewitt! | just wondered if you could possibly spare an extra fifteen to twenty minutes a day
to give the boys some of the spiritual help they need so badly. | know youOre a busy man, but | also know
youOre a good Christian who will go to any leagb save a soul for GodOs kingdom. How about it,
doctor?0 he ended pleadingly.

OI0Il be glad to do it, Henry,O | replied promptly. OAnd you go ahead and have that operation.
DonOt worry in the least about your Bible lessons. 101l see that they contimerruptedly while youOre
away.O

OOh, thank you, doctor!O Henry exclaimed gratefully. OYouOve taken a great burden from my
heart, and | know the boys will be in good hands while IOm gone!O

On my regular daily call at the alcoholic rehabilitation cenkecated in the heart of the Los
Angeles skid row, | found some eleven patients in the ward. All but two of them had already recovered
from the acute, tremulous, dreadfully sick phase of their alcoholism and were thus able to talk fairly
coherently andat understand what was being said to them. It was an interesting group that illustrated, as no
mere words could, the dreadful, degrading effects of alcohol on mankind.

In a corner bed was George Barnes. George was a medical doctor who, after his \wifa, left
started drinking even more heavily than he had been for years. Although still able to carry on his medical
duties in his intervals of sobriety, he would embark on increasingly prolonged alcoholic sprees in the
course of which he would sell his caryriure, clothes, and other personal effects. Then broke, sick, and
desperate, he would land in the charity alcoholic rehabilitation hospital ward. This was by no means his
first visit, nor would it be his last, | knew, unless he reached out and gragpgpiritual truths so essential
to permanent sobriety.

In two adjoining beds were Thomas Albright, a lawyer, and Robert Miller, a newspaper reporter.
And opposite them, across the way, was Eddie OOBrien, another lawyer dimdeoassistant district
attorney in a large mid western town. All these men of aksxerage ability found themselves on a
common footing due to the relentless hold alcohol had obtained on them.

OGood morning, doctor,0 said OOBrien as | entered the ward. OlsnOt it about biumehhat as
goldbricks got moved upstairs?00

01Om going to keep you a few days more, Eddie,O | replied. OAIl of you were in pretty bad shape
when you came in, and you donOt realize how weak you are until you get on your feet and move around a
bit.O

OWheeOs Mr. Rogers this morning?O George Barnes wanted to know. OThis is the first time 10ve
ever known him to miss a morning giving his Bible lessons. | wonder if heOs sick? | did think he looked
pretty pale and peaked yesterday, but heOs not the kind éhaibewlains about his health, or anything
else for that matter.O

OlOve got news for you boys,O | smiled. OTake a look at your new instructor. IOm going to
substitute for Mr. Rogers while he has an operation at the General Hospital. HeOll be back threeo o
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weeks, so if you boys will be patient and as ksuffering as you can, 101l do my best to fill in for him.

ONow, all of you boys here have been through the alcoholic mill. YouOve been in various
psychiatric wards, hospitals, sanitariums, stagéturtions for alcoholics, jails, and all the rest of it. None of
those places did anything for you but sober you up. And thatOs all this place will do for you, too, unless you
yourself make an effort to do something about your desperate condition.

OYouQugot to become unalterably convinced that Christ is the answer. ThatOs your out, and your
only out, from an otherwise hopeless situation. YouOre all very sickomgsitally, mentally, and
especially spiritually. God is waiting patiently and eagerly fou yo ask His help. ThatOs all you have to
do-let go, stop trying to do things on your own, and let God take over completely. Just take your alcohol
problem and all the other problems that go with it, and toss them into GodOs hands. HeOs promised to take
over our burdens if weQll just let Him. Why not give it a try, fellows?

OWhat have you got to lose after all?O | asked. OYouOve reached the end of the trail here on skid
row. YouOve hit the bottom. You canOt go any farther down, so why not see whataramdi®ut going
back upward where you really belong? God never fails, and He has promised to save even Oto the
uttermost.O ThatOs not a promise from a frail, undependable representative of the human race; itOs the sure,
unfailing, eternal promise of ther€ator of the universe. As such we can put our entire faith in it with
complete confidence that it will be fulfilled.

ODuring the next few days while Mr. Rogers is in the hospital, | am going to bring you a daily
Bible lesson. It wonOt be anything comgtiiel or hard to understand. 1tOll be based on the Bible and the
Bible alone as the inspired Word of God. And-@II

OExcuse me for interrupting you, doctor,0 Eddie OOBrien said quietly. OBut thatOs a point 10ve
never been able to find the authority foowrsay the Bible is the Oinspired Word of God.O Have you any
conclusive basis for such a statememean some unquestionable authority for it?0

OYes, there are a number of such authorities, but 101l give you just one at this time. ItOs a statement
by theApostle Paul, and | think it states the matter about as plainly as any of them. HereOs what Paul says:

OAIl scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: thatrten of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.O 2 Timothy 3:16.

ONow, Eddie,O | said, addressing the slender attorney as he lay back in his bed, Ol think | can
safely say that during all the time | have been connected with this, dlimave never yet seen an alcoholic
attain permanent, contented sobriety unless he first accepted the Bible as the inspired Word of God. Oh,
yes, 10Il grant you there have been a few who apparently got on a spiritual program and managed to stay
sober fora few months and in one or two instances even longer than that. But they werenOt happy during
this enforced period of sobriety.

OThey were on what is generally known as a Odry drunk.O They wetengie®d, irritable,
critical of others, and full ofnreasonable and groundless resentments and hatreds. They were staying OdryO
all right, but their sobriety was founded on shifting sands and not on the firm rock of GodOs promise of
salvation to sinners. As was inevitable, most of them slipped back irtoottiealcoholic drinking ways
and, in a majority of instances, found it almost impossible to get sobered up again.

OThis may seem a peculiar state of affairs at first glance, but upon further scrutiny a reasonable
explanation emerges. It is simply thBuring the months of enforced, unhappy sobriety these men and
women succeeded in obtaining, they failed utterly to grow spiritually. In fact they made no effort to gain
any spiritual insight into their problem, and as a result they remained static oretnogressed in their
mental and spiritual outlooks. When the slip came, as it was bound to come to a status of sobriety based on
any such flimsy foundation, these men and women had nothing to fall back on; their sobriety was swept out
from under them like frail bridge caught in the raging torrent of a cloudburst.

OThe resultant drunk shook their confidence badly, and as they had placed the burden of their
sobriety on their own unaided efforts, it naturally became extremely difficult, if not impogsibteem to
get sobered up again.O

OThatOs probably all quite true, doc,O spoke up Robert Miller, the newspaperman, who had hitherto
remained quietly attentive as | spoke; Obut donOt you think modern manQs faith is a lot less than it was in
JesusO time?W if we could actually see Jesus perform His miracles, as His disciples did, donOt you think
that a lot more of us would become believers? WouldnOt many more of us believe then that the Bible is the
inspired Word of God? But | guess the age of miraclesaly past, isnOt it?0 he ended with a smile.

ONo, | donOt think it ever will be past as long as GodOs Spirit works in man through His Son, Jesus.
Why, | can show you some living examples of miracles right here in this rehabilitation clinic. | can show
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you men who had to be carried in here and put terbexd who cursed the name of the Savior; who begged

to be allowed to die; who were unable even to retain water on their stomachs; who had delirium tremens,
hallucinations, and alcoholic convulsions. Yesgl€een men who were literally just a step from the grave
come out of it through GodOs saving power. IOve seen these same men gradually take hold of a spiritual
program, gradually grow spiritually through daily prayer and Bible study.

OToday | see them lpang other alcoholics, both through the incalculable force of their own
example and through the patient, tolerant, understanding guidance they learned by studying the life of Jesus
and emulating what they found there. If you had followed the careergss then as | have, youOd agree
that here indeed are modern miracles just as great as any that ever took place in ancient times.

OThese men have come to me and told me that a new life of serenity and contentment such as they
had never before experiencedstmgpened up to them through their daily Bible study. Talk to these men and
ask them how they know the Bible is the inspired Word of God; theyOll point to themselves and say: OLook
at me now, my friend. | used to be the biggest drunk on the Los AngelesogkidNow my life has
completely changed; old sinful desires have been replaced by an overpowering desire to do GodOs will. If
the Bible isnOt the inspired Word of God, could it possibly bring about the radical changes it has in my
life?® Can you think @iy other book that has ever been published that can do the same? No, you canOt
because there just isnOt another book like the Bible. ItOs come to us unchanged throughout the centuries
because God has protected it and blessed it.O

OWell, maybe B®wrong, doc,0 Thomas Albright, the other lawyer in the ward, suddenly said;
Obut from where | sit, the world is heading down the toboggan slide to oblivion at a headlong pace. When
they start tossing those atomic bombs areand it looks as though theyilindo it any day nowitOs going
to be the end of this world as we know it. That leaves us only a short time to enjoy life here, so why not
stay drunk so that we wonOt even know what hits us when the bombs do start falling? | just canOt see that
thereOs noh incentive to stay sober in a topsyvy world such as ours where everyone seems to have
gone a little mad in one way or another. Anyway, what have we got to look forward to except a lot of
steadily increasing grief? My mottoOs strictly OEat, drinkheanterry, for tomorrow we die!O

OTom, you talk just like an atheist,O | rebuked him. 1f you had read your Bible at all, youOd know
that this world isnOt going to be destroyed by any atomic bomb emadm device. But the bomb is a
significant sign of a&oming event equaled only in importance and worldwide impact by the birth of Jesus
in Bethlehem almost two thousand years ago. This is nothing more or less than the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ to earth. The Bible clearly indicates the signs of the tthvatswill precede the SaviorOs return, and
all of them are found today in the era in which we live.

OIOm glad you brought this subject up, Tom,0 | continued, Obecause in our Bible lesson for
tomorrow | intend to discuss the subject of ChristOs soon coanidgo give some of the incontrovertible
evidence that proves the imminence of this outstanding and culminating event in the worldOs history. So
overwhelming and conclusive in its nature is this evidence that no thinking, unbiased Christian can very
well deny it. It is one of the most powerful arguments that can be advanced for getting on a growing
spiritual program, and the need for haste need hardly be stressed.O

The discussion thus far had been handled almost entirely by the two alcoholic lawyedosttine
and the newspaperman; but as we talked, | noted that some of the other occupants of the hospital ward
including a machinist, a printer, a pipe fitter, a truck driver, and a carpeater evincing a steadily
growing interest in the proceedings.@two of the patients, indeed, showed a total lack of appreciation of
what was going on. These were two late arrivals who had been given sedation to curb their Ojitters,O and
who were snoring stentoriously in unison.

OWhat buffaloes me, doc,0 said Jamnte machinist, Ois about this millennium business. | was
taught when | was a boy in Sunday school and church that the world would get better and better until Jesus
came to reign for one thousand years of peace here on earth. Now, as anybody caseedisdywsorld is
getting worse instead of better. ThereOs more crime, wickedness, graft, cruelty, and suffering here on earth
today than at any other time in history. How about that, doc? Is there really any percentage in trying to live
a sober, decent &f under these conditions? If you try to be upright and honest, other people just seem to
think youOre Osoft® and an Oeasy touch,d and they try to take advantage of you. IOm beginning to really lose
faith in this millennium idea, as far as this earth isceoned at least!O

OYes, that idea of a millennium here on earth has always been a fairly popular misconception,
Johnson,O | replied. OPeople for the past hundreds of years have shared it, but itOs nothing more or less than
a superstition. Here again, iby were a conscientious Bible student, youOd know that the Bible clearly says
that the inhabitants of the earth are going to grow in wickedness as time passes until they reach a state of
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degeneracy and evil comparable to that found in NoahOs time. Asottie pf that day were so wicked

that God sent the great Flood to drown all but Noah and his family, you can be certain that a similar crisis is
fast approaching today. Jesus Himself describes the similarity between the wickedness of those early days
with today in the following words:

OBut as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days
that were before the flood they were . . . drinking. . . . until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew
not until theflood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.O Matthew
24:37-39.

OThe Book of Genesis also describes the prevalent wickedness of NoahOs time as follows:

OAnd God saw that the wickedness of man was great in theamttthat every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.O Genesis 6:5.

OHowever, | will take up this matter of the millennium in a subsequent lesson, Johnson, and
maybe it will clarify things for you.O

OWhatOs all the deep timigkabout, Tommy?0 | asked Albright as | noted him wearing a deep
frown of concentration. He started as | addressed him, and then smiled.

OThereOs something else that has me puzzled, doctor,O he began, and thatOs about the question of sin and its
punishmeh Now anyone who is an alcoholic has sinned, not only because he is a drunkard, but also
because he has done and said things while under the influence of liquor that he never would while sober. |
know IOve done my share of things 1Om thoroughly ashanimd bstill canOt visualize a God who would

condemn me or any other sinner to eternal, continuingfinelbecause of these sins. It just doesnOt jibe

that a God of infinite love and compassion would allow such a thing to take place.

010m fifty yeardcbnow, and even if | had sinned continuously during this entire period, it is still
an infinitesimal length of time when placed alongside the limitless boundaries of eternity. Does it seem
reasonable that a God of love and justice would sentence medth&errial, neveceasing punishment for
sins committed during such a comparatively short period of time? | developed such a resentment when |
continued to think the matter over in this vein that | stopped going to church and embarked on the drinking
careerthat has brought me to the Los Angeles skid row and this place. How about that, doctor?0Q

OThat theory of perpetual punishment for sin is just another popular misconception that has crept
into modern religion,O | replied. ONowhere in the Bible is itistzé sinners will be condemned to eternal,
continuing punishment. What it does say is that unrepentant sinners will be entirely and completely
consumed by fire so that it will he as though they had never existed. There are a lot of other doubts,
distorted facts, and erroneous beliefs like this one that would never have arisen in the first place if more
people in the past had taken just a few minutes a day for Bible study. There is nothing that will exert a more
beneficent effect on the alcoholic strivifigr lasting sobriety than a regular daily Bible study and secret
prayer. However, | intend to take up this entire subject of eternal punishment and the final destiny of
unrepentant sinners in a later study, when | will give the Bible texts to prove nty poin

OAnother thing, fellows, | know that most alcoholics donOt know how to pray because they have
neglected prayer so long and they feel-seliscious about it. But you should never feel that way. just get
down on your knees and talk to God as though ldeeva friend in the same room with you. Tell Him all
your troubles; confide your weaknesses to Him; recite all your shortcomings and sins, safe in the
knowledge that He understands your needs and will help you overcome them, provided you are truly sorry
for your past mistakes and want to make amends for them.O

OYou know, doctor, that takes a great burden off my soul,O said Robert Miller unexpectedly. OA
number of years ago | did something so awful that it has haunted me continually day and night ever since
It is one of the main reasons | became a drunk, because when | was drunk, | could forget about it at least
temporarily. Of course when | sobered up, it was just that much worse, but | very seldom sobered up unless
| landed in jail or a hospital. IOm asteal to tell you what it was | did, but do you really think God can
forgive me for it, if | ask His forgiveness?0

Olt isnOt necessary for you to tell me or any other human being about your sins,O | replied. OJust get
down on your knees in the privacy of yavom and confess your wrongdoing to God. Hold nothing back,
because God understands us and our frail human natures better than we do ourselves. After confessing your
sin, tell God you are truly sorry for it and, with His help, will try to do better énftiure. God has given
His sure and unfailing promise that if you do this, He will blot out your sin, and it will be as though it had
never happened.

OThatOs not just an idea | dreamed up, Bob; itOs a divine promise that is repeated many, many
times thraughout the Bible. All God asks is that we have a contrite, humble spirit and that we recognize the
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fact that we have sinned in His sight, repent, and make what amends we can from that time on. But the
Bible makes it very plain that even heinous crimes tikeder and the like will be forgiven if the sinner
sincerely and fully repents of his act. As the Bible puts it: OThough your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow.O Only God has the power to do this, so donOt be making any confesstoio gbguil

fellow men. They are utterly powerless to forgive you or to wipe out your sin.

OOf course as a condition for granting His forgiveness, God expects you to make what restitution
or amends you can for the sin you have committed against your felkn If you have stolen from
someone, He expects you to repay or replace that which you have taken. If you have hurt someoneOs
feelings through your actions, He expects you to apologize; if you have slandered someone, He expects you
to make a public retréion of the falsehood you have been spreading, and so on. When you do make
restitution or amends, it proves to God that you are in earnest about reforming your life, and also that you
are wholeheartedly sorry and contrite for the sin you have committedhandrong you have done a
fellow being.

OOf course | donOt know the nature of your sin, Bob; but regardless of what it was, | can assure
you that God is ready and willing to forgive you right now if youOll confess the sin to Him, ask His
forgiveness, antruly repent for your wrongdoing. Does that answer your question, Bob?0

Olt surely does, doctor, and | canOt tell you what a relief it is to hear that God will forgive me. For
years | have carried the overpowering burden of that guilty secret with tileatutimes | have felt like
doing away with myself. Now | can face the world again with a clear conscience and with the wonderful
realization that my sin has been forgiven and wiped from the records forever. From now on IOm going to
study the Bible andy to get on a true spiritual program. IOm convinced that youOre right when you say that
that is the only way that an alcoholic like me will ever gain lasting sobriety.O

OThat all sounds very nice, Dr. Hewitt,0 Dr. Barnes interjected bitterly, Obutgmuidveok at
our situation realistically and not through rassored glasses. WeOre all alcoholics, and weOve made such
an awful mess of our lives that the prospect of facing the chaos weOve created appalls us when weOre sober.
We have to get drunk iorder to be able to tolerate the almost intolerable situation our drinking has brought
about.

OYouOre a physician, too, and | think you can realize what an untenable position | have made for
myself through my drinking. IOm ashamed to face my patieritgaasalmost feel the contempt | am sure
they have for me as a drunkard. IOm ill at case with my medical colleagues for a similar reason. IOve lost
confidence in my ability to stay sober, in my capacity to do my work. My judgment has suffered from my
continual drinking, and | find myself wavering and uncertain when the occasion calls for a swift, sure
decision and decisive action. In short IOve thrown away all my opportunities and all the golden promise of
my youth in exchange for the alluring but falsermpiges contained in a bottle.

OWhat really is the use of my trying to stay sober now when | have irrevocably ruined all that
meant anything to me? Of course | am fully aware of the fact that my drinking is just a form of slow
suicide, but bad as it is, $t6till a way out of an almost unbearable situation. When 1Om drunk, the alcohol
blots out the searing realization of my utter failure in life makes it possible for me to live with myself.
When IOm sober, my self contempt and loathing for what | have éevake life almost unbearable and
get me to thinking of selflestruction as the only way out. Why not just continue on as | am, 4rying
somewhat vainly, | must confess find some slight measure of happiness here on earth during the short
time remaining fome?0

| can think of a hundred good reasons why you should give up your drinking and obtain lasting
sobriety by turning your life over to God. The most important one is that if you die an unrepentant
drunkard, you thereby forfeit any hope of entering Geeternal kingdom. The Bible is very explicit on the
point that no drunkard will inherit the kingdom of God. Is the fleeting, dubious pleasure of the oblivion you
derive from drinking in any way comparable to the promise made by God of a life of eteppaidss,
peace, and freedom from care and sorrow with Him in heaven? The life we live here is but a brief interlude,
a short period of preparation for a neeading life of bliss with Him. God has given us each the power to
choose for ourselves. We camoose to go His way, or we can choose to go our own way; the first leads to
eternal life, the other just as certainly to oblivion. God offers us all the priceless gift of immortality; in
return He wants only our love and obedience to His commandments.

OBu now, fellows, 1Om going to have to be on my way,O ended. OThis has been a somewhat
rambling discussion today, but | just wanted to sound you out and get an idea of what your particular
problems might be. | must say youOve brought up some very intergsititgy and during the next few
lessons | intend to take up some of the questions youOve raised, in detail. Tomorrow 1Om going to present



GOOD NEWS FOR ALCOHOLICS

evidence, from the Bible and elsewhere, that points to ChristOs soon coming to this earth; and | think when
youOve had it, youOll agree that itOs of such a strong, incontrovertible nature as to be irrefutable. Well,
good by for now, fellows. I0Il be seeing you tomorrow about this same time.O | picked up my medical case
and left the ward to return to my office.

1. After alcoholic patients have recovered from the acute phase of their illness, they are moved
upstairs to a roomy, fortped dormitory. Meals are served in a nearby place, and there are reading and
recreation facilities available. Within a few days more mésh® men are sufficiently recovered to accept
light yard work or housework, and they are sent out to various sections of the city to perform these chores.
The money they obtain thereby is used to pay for room and board and their other personal ngbds. A ni
religious meeting is held in the chapel downstairs, and daily Bible studies are conducted every morning in
the reading room in order to give them a chance to grow spiritually.

2. GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE REPENTANT ALCOHOLIC

THE INTEREST and obviously sincere quest for the truth evinced by these inmates following my
first session as substitute Bible teacher greatly heartened me. To me it was just another vivid illustration of
the truth contained in the old adage that Omarif@sniy is GodOs opportunity.O These men had all Ohit
bottomO both literally and figuratively; they could go no farther down; any change in their status therefore
would necessarily have to be either up or a shuffle into oblivion through death.

And to oneof the men | had talked to that first dRpbert Miller, the newspapermdinwas the
latter. About two oOclock the following morning | received a frantic telephone call that Miller was having a
continuing series of alcoholic epileptic attacks. | knew #régossness of these attacks because | had seen
some alcoholics succumb to just one of them. A continuing series of them imposes a tremendous strain on
the heart.

I rushed right down to the clinic, but before | could arrive there, Miller had died. | fthend
alcoholic Dr. Barnes still holding him in his arms as | entered the ward.

OHeOs gone, doctor,O Barnes said quietly. | did what | could for him, but as you know, there isnOt a
great deal anyone can do when the attacks come one right after the ditiker@s did. But IOm certainly
glad you set his mind at rest about his problem before he died.O

OYes, I0m sure that Miller was on the right track at last in his search for sobriety,O | answered. OAs
far as we know, he made a surrender to God, and wendgrope that it was a full one, before the attacks
started. But of one thing we can be sure: A loving and compassionate God will understand and extend all
forgiveness to a desperately struggling soul seeking Him so earnestly and sincerely even ag¢rtbie ele
hour. But, fellows, | just want to point out something else. All of us, including myself, have just had a
powerful lesson, even though a tragic one. 1tOs the awful danger that confronts all of us if we keep putting
things off. Procrastination has beée ruin of many a fine man and woman, and it is keeping many a
sinner today from inheriting eternal life.

OPerhaps you say, OYes, | know the Bible is the Word of God, that Christ is the Savior, and that |
can come to the Father and gain eternal lifiy tirough Jesus; but IOm not quite ready yet to give up the
pleasures of this life. After all IOm still young; and | enjoy smoking, taking an occasional drink, gambling,
and so on. But | fully intend to give these things up later on and become a gosiiaGi®i Maybe those
arenOt the exact words you used, but the attitude reflected by them is a very common one today.

OThe tragic part of it all is that many men and women find their lives cut short unexpectedly as
was MillerOs. They die in sin and will leaio face God in the judgment day with no excuse for their
continued rejection of the salvation so freely offered them. This loss of eternal life because of our
reluctance to let go of the transient pleasures of this world is one of the saddest, nualytfagil things
that can happen to a man or woman.

OBut now | see itOs almost two thirty in the morning, and IOm going to have to go home and get a
little rest. But IOIl be back on my usual rounds at about ten oOclock, and weQll have our regilatyBible
then. As you may recall, weQre going to take up the vitally important subject of ChristOs soon return to earth
as it will affect each one of us.O

When | got back to the alcoholic ward shortly after ten oOclock that same day, | found that the pall
cast over the other patients by MillerOs death still lingered on. The glimpse they had had of deathOs sudden
utter and irrevocable finality had exerted a sobering and thought provoking effect on them. | noted that they
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were unusually silent and attentivelagpened my Bible.

ONow, as any Bible student will tell you,0 | began, Othe Bible is full of references to ChristOs
Second Coming to earth and the signs that will precede that-slwekdng event. But among the many
prophecies regarding this momentousdiamark in the worldOs history, none carries more weight or
conviction than those made by Jesus Himself.O

ODo you mean that some two thousand years ago Jesus predicted His own return to earth?0 asked
Eddie OOBrien skeptically. OHow is it possible for animfaresee events that far ahead?0

OWhen you ask such a question, Eddie, you are forgetting one important thing,O | reminded him
quietly. OThat is that Jesus, when He was on earth, merely assumed mortal manOs outer guise. In reality,
however, He never & His divinity as the Son of the living God. Thus He was able to see the whole course
of the worldOs history past, present, and future just as though it were laid out in a plan before Him. And let
me assure you that the vital question of His second cotuoiegrth was one that occupied the minds of His
disciples almost as much two thousand years ago as it does many Christians today.

OAnNd as He sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things béhd what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?0
Matthew 24:3.

ONow | donOt think you will have any difficulty in recognizing those questions as being the same
ones that have been asked innumerable times since they were firsirmegamn the Mount of Olives by
JesusO beloved disciples. They are the very same questions that many people are asking today, even
including some alcoholics such as yourselves. But Jesus has given us a clear and unmistakably defined
blueprint to follow, lst we become bewildered and confused by the rapidly changing personalities and
events of our day. All we need is an understanding of Jesus® words and the faith to follow His instructions.

OThe disciples, of course, made the mistake of confusing Chnistlistign of JerusalemOs
destruction with a similar one concerning the end of the world and His second coming to earth. So, in order
to clear up the matter, Jesus proceeded to outline the outstanding events that would take place from that
generation on teéhe end of the world and which, by their very sequence, would indicate unmistakably the
approach of that culminating event in world history. The destruction of Jerusalem, therefore, was merely
the first of a series of great events that were to take phateeiworldOs history preceding JesusO return to
earth and the end of the world as we know it. HereOs how Jesus describes the first event in the series:

OAnNd Jesus said unto them, See you not all these things? Verily | say unto you, There shall not be
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.O Matthew 24:2.

OAnd when you shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof
is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let themandiichthe midst of it
depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter there into.O Luke 21:20, 21.

OHistory bears out with startling accuracy the truth of JesusO prophecy, because it records the fact
that in AD 66, some thirty five yearstaf ChristOs death, the Roman general Cestius laid siege to Jerusalem
and surrounded the city with his army. The Christians who had heard JesusO warning as to the signs that
would precede the cityOs destruction took this as a signal to flee. About thee@ahyears later, in AD
70, Titus took up the siege of the city; and after five and a half months, during which an estimated
1,100,000 Jews were slain, he succeeded in capturing Jerusalem and laying it in total ruin.

And just by way of showing how JesO prophecy was carried out even to its smallest details,
history records that literally OThere shall not be left here one stone upon anotherO was a prediction that
came to pass. Historians mention the fact that the pillars of the temple in Jerusaleomnaerented by
gold, and that when the temple was set on fire by the Roman conquerors, this precious metal flowed down
onto the stones beneath and also filtered in between them. Here the looting soldiery, in an effort to reclaim
it, tore the stones apathus fulfilling JesusO prediction to the very letter.

OThereOs a valuable lesson for all of us today in the action taken by those residents of Jerusalem
who heeded Jesus® warning and fled the city when they saw the signs of its impending destruction that
Jesus had so unerringly foretold. Today we find ourselves in a similar situation. We have been warned
solemnly and often throughout the Bible as to the sure signs of His Second Coming and the end of the
world. As we read our Bible, we cannot escape thevicton that we are indeed living now in the very
closing days of the earthOs history. If we continue to ignore the clear portents of the age in which we live,
reject Christ and His teachings, and refuse to change our sinful mode of life, we will hage thef awful
consequences of our folly and the certainty of the loss of eternal life. Those are things that all of us can well
ponder deeply and with all the earnestness at our command. There is no middle ground; if we are not for
Christ, we are againstif.
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OBut getting back to JesusO prophecies and their unfailing accuracy: We find that immediately
after the destruction of Jerusalem that took place in AD 70, as we have just seen, He foretold the beginning
of a period of Ogreat tribulation.O

OFor thenhall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be.O Matthew 24:21.

OHere again history bears out the consistent infallibility of JesusO words, as it records the annals of
almost three, centueof unrelenting torture and persecution carried out against ChristOs followers by the
pagan Romans. Some three million Christians, it is estimated, died at the stake, served as living torches, or
were thrown to wild beasts in the arena, to satiate theadeg appetite of a degraded, degenerate
civilization.

OThis period of persecution, bad as it was, was succeeded by one even worse, both in its evil
nature and in the time it lasted. This period of persecution extended from the Dark Ages, beginning in AD
538 and extending to as late as AD 1776, and resulted in the deaths of some one hundred million
Christians, whose thoughts, actions, and convictions were contrary to the fanatical and bigoted religious
tenets of the time.

GFollowing His prophecy concerning the period of Ogreat tribulation® that would befall Christians
in the period immediately following the destruction of Jerusalem, and that would continue unabated for
hundreds of years, Jesus made some further predictitectireg those living in comparatively modern
times:

Olmmediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun he darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.O
Matthew 24:29.

OBut in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light. And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.O Mark 13:24, 25.

OOnce again, as in the yicais instances we have studied, history records the sureness of JesusO
prophecies. For, on the nineteenth of May, 1780, at about ten oOclock in the morning, there was a total
blotting out of the sunOs light that was succeeded by a similar blotting thetrabon as night followed
day.O

ONow wait a minute, doc,0 Eddie OOBrien interrupted. Ol just canOt go for anything like that! To
have any such conditions as you describe, youOd also have to have some scientific explanation for the
phenomena. The wholeitly sounds wholly illogical to me.O

OThatOs the lawyer in you speaking, Eddie,O | replied smilingly, Obut you have to remember that
God is the original scientist. Who else has the power to utilize to the fullest extent the laws of nature but the
Creator @ the universe Himself?

OBut now let me quote what WebsterOs unabridged dictionary of 1883 has to say about this
outstanding event, in an article entited OThe Dark DayO:

Oln some places persons could not see to read common print in the open air &rhsever
together. Birds sang their evening song, disappeared, and became silent; fowls went to roost; cattle sought
the barn yard; and candles were lighted in the houses. The obscuration began about ten oOclock in the
morning, and continued until the migof the next night.O

OA further description of the event is also furnished by writer R. M. Devens, in his book entitled
Our First Century, in which he graphically portrays it thus:

OThe darkness of the following evening was probably as deep and demserahad been
observed since the Almighty first gave birth to light: it wanted only palpability to render it as extraordinary
as that which overspread the land of Egypt in the days of Moses. If every luminous body in the universe
had been shrouded in impetrable shades, or struck out of existence, it was thought that darkness could not
have been more complete. A sheet of white paper, held within a few inches of the eyes, was equally
invisible with the blackest velvet.O

She paused for a moment and studtesl intent, rapt faces of audience. So absorbed were they in
the discussion that the proverbial pin could have been heard dropping.

ONow, fellows,O | said, Othe point | am trying to emphasize here is the complete infallibility of
divine prophecy. The ewt¢s foretold by Jesus almost two thousand years before they actually took place
occurred with an accuracy of detail entirely incomprehensible to mere human understanding. Jesus had said
that the day of darkness would follow the end of the great tribujatioperiod of persecution of His
followers. Well, letOs see if this happened. History does indeed record the fact that the last Christian martyr
was burned at the stake in 1776, and that the day of darkness occurred four years later, in 1780. Jesus also
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said that this latter event would be followed by a display of celestial fireworks in which the stars would fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens would be shaken.

ONow, let us see if this event also took place just as Jesus said it would. Orbéloy@nl833,
some fifty-three years after the day of darkness already described, another divine miracle took place, just as
it had been unerringly foretold it would by the Master. On that night one of the most awesome and
unforgettable sights ever behddg man took place when the stars fell from the heavens in a display of
pyrotechnics never seen before or since by mortal man. The American Encyclopedia, edition of 1881, in an
article entitled OMeteor,0 describes it thus:

OAt Niagara the exhibition wasugdly brilliant, and probably no spectacle so terribly grand and
sublime was ever before beheld by man as that of the firmament descending in fiery torrents over the dark
and roaring cataract.O

OAnd the celebrated astronomer and meteorologist of thatPdefgssor Olmstead of Yale,
describes the widespread visibility of the phenomenon in the following words:

OThe extent of the shower of 1833 was such as to cover no inconsiderable part of the earthOs
surface, from the middle of the Atlantic in the eagh®® Pacific on the west; and from the northern coast of
South America to undefined regions among the British possessions in the north, the exhibition was visible,
and everywhere presented nearly the same appearance.O

Thomas Albright, who had been unugdyalilent while | had discussed the two divine phenomena
just mentioned, now spoke up: | You know, doctor,O he began in a slow, deadly serious tone, OlOve learned
something here this morning. Up to now 1Qve lived each moment of my life as though it wgre dge
my last, on the theory that life is fleeting at best and the future uncertain. But now that | can see the
indisputable evidence that we are living in the last days of the earthOs history, and just a short time away
from ChristOs return to earthrealize that time is fast running out on me. IOve either got to change my life
completely or lose all hope of eternal life. | will never stop thanking God as long as | live for guiding my
steps to this alcoholic clinic, where | have been given new motbesi life and, better yet, a belief and faith
in a future life of eternal happiness with Jesus. But tell me, doctor, are there any further signs foretold by
Jesus that His coming is near?0

OYes, there are, Torn,O | replied; Oand when | have giverotiien it will really nail home the
fact that JesusO return to earth is an event that may occur almost any time now.O

ODid Jesus ever foretell the exact time He would come back to earth?O Dr. Barnes asked intently.

ONo, He didn0t,0 | replied, Oand thle Bays that only God knows the exact hour that it will take
place. However, Jesus has given us such clear indications and signs as to make the approximate time or
season of His return unmistakable. And there is no gainsaying the fact that, judgind trers@ns and
portents given in the Bible as to this momentous event in world history, we are now living in the generation
that will witness it.

OAnd the same prophecy regarding the signs that will ensue after the events | have already
outlined is recaded in no less than three different books of the Bible, namely Matthew 24, Mark 13, and
Luke 21. The latter chapter describes the conditions that will be found in the world immediately preceding
the SaviorOs return to earth as follows:

OMenOs hearts iiaj them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.O Luke 21:26.

OCan any of us seriously question the fact that these words are an accurate description of the state
of the world bday? Anxiety is worldwide in its scope. Fear is abroad in the land as never before in history.
Insecurity, dread of the future, a loss of faith in mankind, and a doubting of the power of God are but a few
of the things we find on all sides of us. People Bving today in a mounting dread of another more
frightful world war than even the last one. Of the havoc that the atomic bomb may wreak any day; in the
continuing fear of poverty and sickness; in the ealergrowing feeling of hopelessness causedarily
by their lost faith and trust in God and engendered and fostered by the chaotic conditions they see
prevailing both at home and abroad.

OAnNd then, in the very next verse following the quotation | have just given you, Jesus points out
that when thes world conditions are found, as they are unquestionably today, the return of the Son of God
is very near, indeed.

OAnNd then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when
these things begin to come to pass, then lgokand lift up your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.

And He spoke to them a parable: Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; when they now shoot forth, you see
and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise you, whesetbase things

10



GOOD NEWS FOR ALCOHOLICS

come to pass, know you that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily | say unto you, This generation
shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.O Luke 213270

OWhy, doesnOt that mean then that some of us now living will be hemeegshis great event in
person?0 Dr. Barnes exclaimed with a note of excitement in his voice he was unable to conceal.

OYes, thatOs right,O | replied. OThat is certainly my interpretation of JesusO words, and if we study
the subject a little further, wiind that there is only one remaining condition of JesusO prophecy that now
remains to be fulfilled before His return to earth is consummated. Here is the final condition Jesus says has
to be met today:

OAnd this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.O Matthew 24:14.

ONow, fellows, the Bible makes it very clear that it is the generation that hears these signs
preached as a wiss that is the one that will see Jesus return in all His power and glory. Even a superficial
survey of the matter will show you that the gospel message dealing with the soon coming of Christ is today
reaching out into the remotest corners of the worldeagr before in the earthOs history. The same signs
we have studied in todayOs lesson comprise the predominant theme of this worldwide message being
disseminated today.

OAnNd, although JesusO prophecy undoubtedly does contain glad tidings of etetioal &ahlis
faithful followers who have long and patiently awaited His return, it also contains a solemn warning to all
sinners, including drunkards and alcoholics such as you have been for years, and all other types of
unrepentant sinners. Let me just trigou what Jesus says on this subject:

OAnNd take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come
on all them tlat dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch you therefore, and pray always, that you may
be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.O
Luke 21:3436.

OThe study | have given you this mogaihas necessarily been a somewhat sketchy one due to
the limitations of time. However, it is interesting to note that Jesus® prophecies of His own return to earth
are corroborated and substantiated by no less than 380 references to this same eviewnT tstament
alone. In fact so important is it that roughly one verse in every twiartyspeaks of our SaviorOs Second
Coming.

OAnd Jesus® own prophecy describing the chain of events that will precede His second coming is
duplicated in the Bible by ndess than ten other similar chains of predictions,0 all having as their
culmination and climactic moment His triumphant return to earth as the Savior of repentant sinners.

Olf we study all the available prophecies on the subject of ChristOs second tbentiagglusion
becomes inescapable that we are living in the very closing days of the earthOs history. All these divinely
inspired predictions made as long as two thousand or more years ago point unerringly to the fact that this is
the closing season di¢ worldOs history.

OEach of the chains of prophecies | have mentioned foretells a series of events that were to take
place in the future history of the world, and the pages of history duly record their fulfilment in exact
conformance to their predictiofhe next great event is ChristOs Second Coming.

OThe same God who inspired the writing of these unerringly accurate prophecies has also given us
a sure token of His infinite love and compassion through His promise of complete forgiveness to all
repentansinners.

OIn concluding todayOs lesson | just want to say that you should never become discouraged
because mere man regards you as a hopeless case just remember always that God, the supreme Ruler and
Creator of the universe, the -plbwerful, omnipotentOne who guides our destinies, never at any time
considers that any of us are beyond His aid, no matter how far down we have fallen. To Him we all are His
creatures created in His likeness and image; and although likeness to Him may have become dim and
terribly tarnished by sin, God is ready and willing today to cleanse us and remove our weaknesses and
shortcomings entirely if we will but ask His help in doing so.

ONow, fellows, from our study today | think you can all see that the time left in whichagiou ¢
make a decision to serve God is getting very short indeed. And an additional reason why you should lose
no time in changing your way of living and giving yourself completely to God is that you might easily
succumb unexpectedly to your alcoholism asBiib Miller this morning. It is a very serious thing to reject
GodOs plan for salvation when it is offered so freely to you. Now, how many of you are ready to make a
decision for God today? Let me see your hands! O
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Instantly every hand in the ward went for a few moments my welling emotions prevented me
from speaking. And then | said: OGod bless you all, and now let us all kneel in prayer and ask God for His
forgiveness and His unfailing help to lead better lives dedicated to His service from this marent

1. Ten chains of predictions: (1) The Four World Empires, Daniel 2. (2) The Work of Antichrist,
Daniel 7. (3) The Sanctuary and 2,300 Days, Daniel 8, 9. (4) A Great Prophetic Forecast, Daniel 11, 12. (5)
The Seven Churches, Revelatiofr8.1(6) TheSeven Seals, Revelation 5, 6. (7) The Seven Trumpets,
Revelation 8, 9. (8) The Two Witnesses, Revelation 11. (9) The Work of the Dragon and the 1,260 Days,
Revelation 12. (10) The TwHorned Beast, Revelation 13, 14. (For a complete and detailed stuussef t
outstanding Biblical prophecies, see The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, by Uriah Smith,
available from the publishers of this book.)

3. THE ALCOHOLICOS FINAL DELIVERANCE

AS | LOOKED back over the first two Bible lessons | had given, Igedatly heartened to renew
my efforts to bring these degraded alcoholic victims fully to Christ. And | found myself genuinely
encouraged at their obviously sincere interest in the message | was trying to bring them of GodOs love and
His plan for their etaal salvation. It has been my experience that many alcoholics stubbornly reject Jesus
and His teachings because these epitomize and represent everything that is diametrically opposed to the
way of life the alcoholic has been following for so many yeansthermore many alcoholics have become
imbued with the totally false notion, fostered by the liquor propagandists, that it is OmanlyO to drink and,
correspondingly, a sign of softness and weakness to become a Christian.

Of course | know that such a philgdty is of satanic origin. As | have repeatedly told the
alcoholic patients at the clinic, there is nothing sissified or OwisisinyO about being a genuine Christian
quite the contrary, in fact. It took nerve, real steadfastness of purpose, and genastmaifortitudeO to
chase the moneghangers out of the temple as Jesus did; to openly teach doctrines in the same temple that
were contrary to the prevalent beliefs of the day. To associate with the poor, the sick, the despised, and the
downtrodden irpreference to leading a life of ease among the wealthy and highborn, as He could easily
have done. Finally, as | have pointed out on numerous occasions, could a weak, vacillating man have gone
to a humiliating, cruel death on the cross, knowing his eirtirecence of all wrong, and possessing the
full power to avoid such a death? No, it took more desgted, unwavering faith; more singleness of
purpose; more infinite love and compassion than any mere mortal can ever have of himself, to do the things
thatJesus did.

As | prepared to give the third lesson in my Bible series, it was plain to me that many alcoholics
desperately want to stop drinking, and that they will eagerly accept GodOs message of salvation if it is
presented to them in simple, easily urst@ndable language. | also know that many alcoholics are
unusually susceptible to the ridicule of their friends and associates as they seek, with the LordOs help, to
make the revolutionary change in their way of life from-seléking alcoholism to the selfish service to
others that a life with Jesus implies. | have seen men who wanted salvation with all their hearts hesitate to
make the surrender necessary because they were afraid of what their friends would say. As | have so often
told them, What do weeally care what anyone says in a matter involving our own eternal salvation? This
is a question of the utmost, vital importance that concerns only God and us, | tell them, so why let anyone
else come into the picture?

Upon my arrival at the clinic for ynthird lesson, | found that a new patient had been admitted
early that morning.

OweOve been having a lot of trouble with the new patient, doctor,0 Joe, my ward attendant
whispered, nodding to a bed nearby in which a gaunt, unshavetfapateman of ahd sixty was lying.

OHeOs been hearing and seeing things ever since he came in at about two oOclock this morning.O

OHe seems quiet enough now,O | remarked casually, glancing at the man as he breathed heavily
through a face that was wet with perspiration.

OYeah, | guess heOs completely worn out,0 Joe replied, Obut he was carrying on something awful
until just a few minutes ago.O

just as Joe finished speaking, the patient let out an unearthly screech, leaped out of bed, and
scurried toward the bathroom.
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Cstop them! Stop them!O he shrieked in undisguised terror. OThat gangOs after me again! TheyOre
out to get me! Save me, somebody, save me! O With these words he disappeared from sight into the
bathroom.

OQuick, Joe, come with me! O | said urgently. OAmke8® | added, Oyou and Albright come
along too. WeOre going to have to restrain this man forcibly, IOm afraid, because in his present condition he
may hurt himself or someone else.O

After a brief but violent struggle in which all of us took a hand, the patient was held down long
enough for me to give him an injection, and about half an hour later the symptoms of his alcoholic
hallucinosisfor such it washad abated materially, and had fallen into a heavy sleep.

OBe sure to keep an eye on him, Joe,O | admonished the ward attendant; Oand give him ten units of
ACTHO every four hours, without fail.O

Just as | was about to start my Bible lesson for the day, the door to the ward epehad;lerk
from the front office put his head in.

OOh, Dr. Hewitt,0 he said, OthereOs a telephone call from your office, and they say itDs very
urgent.O

OAlI right,O | sighed, Ol wonder what it can be this time. My past experience has been that some
people consider anything from a bothersome hangnail to a ruptured appendix as being in that category.O

It turned out, however, to be a real emergency that demanded my immediate presence at my
office. A little boy had been hit by a drunken driver right onfrof my place of business and had suffered
a leg fracture and possible internal injuries. Thus it was much longer than | had anticipated until | was able
to return to the alcoholic ward to resume my delayed Bible lesson. When | returned, | thougbteddete
something different in the atmosphere of the place, and | wasnOt long in discovering why. | noticed almost
immediately that the bed occupied only a few hours before by the patient with alcoholic hallucinosis was
now empty.

OWhereOs the new patieng?D | asked as he busied himself with the ward records. He didnOt
answer immediately, but his features flushed with embarrassment.

OWell, doctor, you se® he began, groping for words. OOh, he took off, did he?O | interrupted, a
trifle harshly, IOm afich Ol thought | especially warned you to keep an eye on him, Joe.O

OYes, you did, doc,0 Joe replied shamefacedly, Oand | donOt really have any good excuse for my
negligence. However, shortly after you left there was a big ruckus in the alley out inmhaok.was some
kind of fight between two drunks who had been killing a bottle of wine out there, and one of them ended up
getting stabbed. The police and half the neighborhood were out there, and all of us were looking out the
windows to see what was ggimn. That is, all of us except the new patient. He woke up somehow or other,
although he was still very groggy, and took off while our attention was elsewhere.O

Ol think we had better notify the police,O | replied. OHeOs under the influence of sedatiyn a
very easily be arrested on suspicion of drunkenness. 101l go up front and make the call.O

But as | headed for the front office, | saw a burly member of the Los Angeles police force with our
missing patient in tow. The latter was babbling incohéydntthe officer, and | could see at once that his
hallucinosis had returned in full force. | halted the officer as we met in the hallway.

OIOm Dr. Hewitt, officer, and | was just about to put in a call to police headquarters in case you
picked up this ptient here. | gave him some sedation a few hours ago and also some other medicine, and |
was afraid his actions might be such as to cause his arrest for drunkenness.O

OThey sure were, doctor,O returned the officer. OMy partner and | were cruisingitttoand
Main when we spotted this character. WeOre used to unusual sights, as you can well imagine, but IOve got to
admit that a man in hospital pajamas is one that just doesnOt happen every day. We stopped to see what was
going on and found that this gwas seeing and hearing things just as we were about to take him over to
the OpsychoO ward at General Hospital, he happened to mention this clinic, so we thought weOd bring him
back here for you to work on.O

OWell, thanks a lot for your trouble, officethink weOll be able to take better care of him this
time. HeOs got a fairly severe case of alcoholic hallucinosis which could become permanent, but which | am
inclined to believe will respond to treatment in this instance. Some of the boys | tolctkohimatjust got a
little careless and let him get loose. But IOl make sure it doesnOt happen again. Thanks again for all your
trouble, and if youOll just bring him back to the ward with me, 10l fix him up with another injection of
ACTH and get him restjncomfortably again.O

| turned the runaway patient over to Joe and then got out my Bible and addressed my alcoholic
class members as they grouped themselves around Dr. BarnesOs bed in a corner of the hospital ward.
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OWell, fellows,O | said with a smilé,@gan to look for a while as though weQd never get around
to that Bible lesson, but | guess maybe we can get at it now, unless something else turns up!

Ol realize that, to a nd@hristian, yesterdayOs lesson in which we discussed the signs and portents
present in the world today that point unmistakably to the soon ending of the world and JesusO return to earth
can be nothing but alarming. But to the believing Christian they are just the opposite. They are the
culmination of centuries of waiting and whieg, of countless generations of persecution and suffering for
the MasterOs sake the leawgaited, climactic event in the true Christian churchOs history.

OJesus Himself realized that many doubts and fears would assail the Christian in a world full of
wickedness and sin; and He offered comfort to His followers in an unforgettable prediction recorded in the
worldOs greatest book, the Bible, in the following words:

OLet not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My FathegQsrdous
many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where | am, there you may be
also. And whither | go you know, artide way you know.O John 14:14.0

OMay | ask you a question before you go any further?O Eddie OOBrien asked.

OWhy certainly, Eddie,O | replied. Ol want all of you to ask me any questions that puzzle you as we
go along. | donOt say 10Il be able to answerf #iem on the spot, but we can certainly look them up
together and get the right answers. What is it you want to know, Eddie?O

OWell, when you mentioned that Jesus would soon return to the world, you meant by that His
spirit would return, not His physal body, didnOt you?0

ONo, Eddie, | meant that He would return in His physical body, the same body He had when He
was last on earth, the same body that suffered death on the cross, the same body that was resurrected from
the grave, and the same body withich He disappeared from His disciplesO view in a cloud from atop the
Mount of Olives almost two thousand years ago. The Bible is very clear on this point, as the following
guotation will prove to you:

OAnd when He had spoken these things, while thegldheHe was taken up; and a cloud received
Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand you gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as you have seen
Him go into heaven.O Acts 111.

OIf youOve read your Bible at all, you will recall how Jesus rose from the tomb on the third day
after His crucifixion andippeared to His disciples in the flesh shortly after, remaining in their company for
the next forty days. On the fortieth day He ascended the Mount of Olives with the disciples, and while they
watched in awsestricken silence, He slowly rose from theirtgigas the text | have just given you describes,
and disappeared in a cloud.

| might say right here, Eddie, that JesusO own disciples, when they first saw Him in the upper room
following His resurrection, at once jumped to the conclusion that He wasita ldpivever, Jesus lost no
time in reassuring them that He retained the same body He had had when He suffered a cruel death on the
cross, and He even went so far as to let the Apostle Thomas touch His wounded side and view the nail
marks still visible on k hands. And He said unto them, Why are you troubled? And why do thoughts arise
in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is | Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as you see Me have. And when He had thus spek&mwked them His hands and His
feet.O Luke 24:380.0 OThereOs another question 10d like to bring up, Dr. Hewitt,0

Dr. Barnes interjected. OWhy did Jesus leave His disciples after being with them for forty days?
WouldnOt their evangelical work have beemareffective if He had remained to direct their efforts?O

OThose are good questions, Dr. Barnes, and show that you are doing some real thinking about
what we are discussing,0 | commentédhidk your questions are answered in the following quotation
from the Bible, which reveals that Jesus had some other, even more important, mission to perform that
could not be delayed:

OFor Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, arei the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.O Hebrews 9:24.

OThat quotation makes it clear that Jesus left the world to go to His FatherOs dwelling place in
heaven, there to perform the vitally imgart role as intercessor for sinners, including you and me. He is
still carrying on this work of infinite mercy, and His intercession in our behalf is the only hope we have of
eternal salvation.

OWherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermbsbtha unto God by Him, seeing He
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ever lives to make intercession for them.O Hebrews 7:25.

OAn additional reason for JesusO leaving the world and entering heaven has already been
mentioned. It was to prepare a place for His followers, including evenotirest and most degraded
alcoholics who have turned to Him in their desperation, and who, with His-feglreg aid, have become
overcomers.O

OWhat | canOt quite see yet, doctor, is, Why is it necessary for Jesus to return to earth again?
DidnOt He comptie all His work when He first came to earth?0 asked Tom Albright.

OThat, too, is a very good question, Tom; but as you will remember, Jesus repeatedly says
throughout the Bible that He will return to the earth a second time, and states His specifidaeason
doing in the following words of the great Apostle Paul:

OBut | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that you
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and roseemgam,
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord Himself shall descenain heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the
trump of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shallev be with the Lord.0 1
Thessalonians 4:187.

0OSo, you see, fellows, JesusO purpose in returning to earth a second time is to raise His faithful
followers from their graves in the same manner in which He Himself rose victorious over death and to take
them with Him to heaven, together with those of His loyal followers who are still alive on earth at the time
of His return. It is a solemn and wonderful thought that you and | may be numbered among the latter group
if we have allowed Him to make the chasgn our lives that are necessary in order to inherit eternal life.
Jesus is also returning to earth to reward specifically His followers for their faithfulness and steadfastness
to Him. Jesus describes this aspect of His mission thus:

OFor the Son of mashall come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and then He shall
reward every man according to his works.O Matthew 16:27.0

Harry Johnson, the machinist, now spoke up. OSuppose Jesus descended from heaven at some out
of-theway spot in the worlddow would we find out about it and be convinced that it really was Jesus? O
OThe Bible specifically answers that question, Harry.

OWherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in
the secret chambers; bmle it not. For as the lightning comes out of the cast, and shines even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and thégeshahe Son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.O Matthew
24:26 27, 30, 31.

OBehold, He comes with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him:
and all kingdoms of the earth shall wail because of Him.O Revelation 1:7.

OOur God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devore Hafa and it shall be
very tempestuous round about Him.O Psalm 50:3.

OFrom those descriptions of ChristOs coming, you can readily see that it will be of such a nature as
to be unmistakable to all the world. But the Bible also warns us to beware o€faiséOs who will seek to
confuse us and lead us astray. The Good Book says that an increasing number of these pseudo saviors will
arise in various parts of the world as the time for the return of the real Christ draws near. These fake
personages are thgevice of Satan to lead the world astray, the Bible says, and will succeed in their
purpose to some extent, even some professed Christians being hoodwinked thereby. The Bible also warns
that Satan himself, in a desperate attempt to delude and misleatD€liokowers, will even impersonate
Jesus Himself. Here is the warning sounded in the Bible to all true Christians, lest they be led astray even at
the eleventh hour:

Take heed that you be not deceived: for many shall come in My name, saying, | anOCQhrlst
21:8.

OThen if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall
arise false ChristOs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive thery elect.O Matthew 24:23, 24.

OOf course it should be remembered that true Christians, who have faithfully studied their Bibles,
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will not be easily deceived by SatanOs cunningly laid deceptions. They know by heart the true manner of
His coming and will ot be deluded by any counterfeit thereof, no matter how cleverly it may be conceived
and executed. Satan will not be allowed to duplicate the manner of the real ChristOs coming as it is
described in various places in the Bible, and for that reason hestofimed to failure in his efforts to
mislead true Christians.O

OThereOs just one other point IOd like to have made clear in our study so far,0 Harry Johnson said
when | paused for a moment. OThatOs where the Bible refers to ChristOs coming OirOHisglehat
does it mean by that phrase?0

OI1tOs something that mere mortals such as we are can never fully comprehend, Harry,O | replied,
Obecause it will be a spectacle of such overpowering beauty, awesomeness, and dazzling brilliancy as to
defy human dscription. But just by way of comparison, let us see what happened in olden times when an
angel of the Lord appeared to mankind in his comparatively much lesser angelic glory. And as we listen to
that description, let us bear in mind that Christ will retwith the entire angelic hosts of heaven, thus
accentuating this dazzling splendor many, many thousands upon thousands of times. Here is a description
of the LordOs return and an estimate of the number of angels, as found in the Bible:

OWhen the Son ofan shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit
upon the throne of His glory.O Matthew 25:31.

OAnNd | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round about the throne: . . . and the number of
them was ten thousand times thousand, and thousands of thousands.O Revelation 5: 11.

ONow let us examine the instance given in the Bible where an angel of the Lord appeared to
mankind and rolled away the stone in front of ChristOs tomb:

OAnNd, behold, there was a great earthquakehe angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead rhewQ8:®tt
4,

OBut just as surely as the second coming of Jesus will be an occasion for unrestrained rejoicing
and gladness for true Christians who have so long awaited this culminating event in the earthOs history, so
just as surely will it be a day of deaning and of wailing and lamentation and fruitless remorse for all
unrepentant sinners, including alcoholics who have not turned from their sinful ways. HereOs how the Bible
puts the whole matter:

OAnd the heaven departed as a scroll when it is roligethier; and every mountain and island
were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in therocks of the mountains. And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of Him that sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?0 Revelationl&14

OBut the picture will be vastly different for the true Christian who has cast his sinful ways aside
and put his faith and trust unreservedly in Jesus. This includes converted alcoholics, who have cast the
burden of their alcoholism and all the sins thatgth Him on His shoulders, and all other sinners. Here is
how the Bible describes the joyful occasion of Christds Second Coming as the saved in Christ will
experience it:

OAnNd it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Hirdleawdl save us:
this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.O Isaiah 25:9.

OAnd now.... abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be
ashamed before Him at His coming.O 1 Joh8.2:2

OAnd that, fellows, just about winds up todayOs lesson. There, taking the three lessons weOve had
thus far together, you have the whole picture of ChristOs Second Coming and the unmistakable signs and
events that prove that it may occur any time noke dnly question now remaining unanswered is just this:

On whose side will you be found when Christ appears? There is no middle ground, no neuteitheone
you are for Jesus and His teachings, or you are against them and on SatanOs side.

OGod has giveeach one of us the power to make our own decisions. What is yours going to be?
Are you going to continue to drink and commit the other sins that go with it? Are you going to keep on
ignoring spiritual things and seeking only the gross, fleeting lusteedtdésh that this world has to offer?

OOr are you going to make a decision for Christ today? Are you going to make your decision now
while time still remains?

Ol thoroughly agree that sobriety is your immediate and pressing problem, because untieyou ha
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been sober for some time, it is impossible for you to fully grasp spiritual things. However, there is a very
real danger in attaining sobriety, as some have by one means or another, including a superficial spiritual
experience, that you will end up byrdusing this sobriety with salvation. Actually there is a vast
difference between the two. All of us know, for instance, of occasional instances where alcoholics have
managed to attain some measure of sobriety, but continued to retain other sinfukshelbitss lying,
stealing, gambling, adultery, laziness, gluttony, and like bodily harmful indulgences. ThereOs no doubt that
the attainment of sobriety is a great step forward, but unless you also clean up your lives and put all your
sins away from you thrgh JesusO help, you will not be ready for Christ or eligible to enter into GodOs
kingdom.

OMost alcoholics who have progressed as far downward as you find it impossible to stay OdryO at
all unless they decide to make a full surrender of all their sirfitdnot merely their drinking.

OFrom my experience right here in this alcoholic ward, as well as elsewhere, | am convinced that
the alcoholic who manages to stay sober for any length of time but who continues to indulge in the sinful
practices | have gt mentioned is not only sadly deluding himself, but is a serious stumbling block to his
alcoholic friends and associates, who find themselves totally unable to stay sober if they try to emulate him
and indulge in these same harmful practices.

OAmid the dubts, perplexities, and uncertainties of this earthly life, and when the temptation to
drink or sin in any way assails you with overpowering force, make it a habit to pray to Jesus for strength to
overcome. Hold before you at all times the glorious aeigadf ChristOs soon coming and the everlasting
joy and happiness of eternal life in GodOs kingdom. Live each hour and each day as though you expected
Christ to-appear, and you will have no regrets. In addition you will find that suddenly life is reattis w
living-that you now have a real purpose in life, and the futility of your old way of life will appall you as
you view it in retrospect.

OBeloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when He shaklppear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is