Fadfrw

m VAN PAASSEN



464 DAYS OF OUR YEARS

declared legitimate the very servitude from which democracy had
i ind.” : }
ml’*‘g:s ;&;Eei?iieméﬁﬁlrch of Rome acquire a reputation du.nng the
last century for being the sworn enemy of all the poht;}calfmtferests
of democracy, but it placed itself sqgarely ac;:oss,fhed%zt Go : scLe;:cc.
“There is not a single great scientific d-.:-ctru'le, 2 dulg;: erg
“no matter whence it came or in what direction it moved, t a;l: o
not encounter the condemnation, or at le‘as.t the opposmtl)ln and the
ill will of the ecclesiastical authoriéaies. This ;:n t:f reason that science
ici ost contradictory terms. "
m‘?&gmiil%lglr:: z;eczlirm in the courg:: of time.tha.t it could not
stem the mounting tide of popular freedom and scientific resear.ch., it
sought to head off the trend towards democracy by pem:;gung
Catholics to participate in popui.ar thtlcal movements, wi .ulu:,
however, for a moment abandoning its old reacqonar_y dpgmc;P t;s.
Leo XIII, who is generally taken as the most social-min f] o the
Popes, consented that Catholics in France should at 1§st ;a y t; x.:
republican regime, but then the d_a{nage had alrea y been Eil-t'
because of Rome’s protracted opposition to the dezzuocrau!c reEn: },:‘3
millions of middle-class people and virtually the'entlrc pro z'etanaf
become estranged from the Chur;:lh aind, Wh.at 131 Zl:r;ast;m;:s,a r;:
Christianity. Finding the (;hmc always in s e
ous obstacle, always in opposition to the two grea
E:gfs which have deterﬁﬁned sonFmPorﬁi iﬁzlgiil:;;ﬂ;ﬁﬁg
1 science—liberals and scientists le 7
:foi);?id:rglﬁng about the claims of Rome to have the last word
anfﬁ;gel;nt?f; ig;:l ::?: .restoration of the old feudal orde:r, f.vhn.:h wt;
destroyed by the French Revolution, did not m?tgﬂiah;z vm
course of the nineteenth century, but mstf:?d the la fzts ement
gained steadily in strength and in the cor_lscmusgﬁ oml e
the papacy changed its tactics but.not its fun .enin tﬁ-:
encouraged the formation of Catholic political parties demo-

cratic states whose constitutions it had formerly denoun

. . J A L
parties came into existence in Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria,

i ic parties was 0
Switzerland and Italy. The chief task of these Catholic p: -

prevent political democracy from moving ;?llwartsiztxguiug;al
sequence: social and industrial democracy. 2 d?r o
the growth of the labor movement by withdraw Og g
masses from the influence of the general labor movemen

bb-r{cbter: “The Third Reich is the first power
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canalize the entire working-class movement into channels where i
should offer no threat to the existing order.

the form of the Corporate state, which is, without doubt, the most
audacious experiment amongst those we know in the Postwar years.
It is to be noted that the condition of success of this regime is its

cluding the Catholic organizations in Italy, Austria, Gcrmany and

the Basqueland, the regime which has reduced the workers to the
level of famished slaves, who have no more rights in this life but to
Wwork for the aggrandizement of the imperialist states of Mussolini
and Hitler and to prepare themselves for slaughter on the battle-
field—that regime has the approbation of, and receives its inspiration

. "Bernanos relates that in the Balearic Islands the clergy, with the help of the
4 gent military, forced backsliders into the confessionals on pain of death.
YP. cit,, p, 141.

“Franz von Papen declared on January 14, 1934, in Der Vilkischer Be-

which not only recognizes, but
Puts into practice the high principles of the Ppapacy.”





