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326 THIRD PERIOD. A.D. 311-590.

should permit no trespass on the g
science of its subjects. No one,” says he, ghall be forced

believe against his will” Yet, toward the close of his rej

on mere political suspicion, he ordered the execution of

celebrated philosopher Boethius,
literature far more worthily closes, than the Roman empirg

with Aungustulus ; and on the same ground he eaused the deatl;
of the senafor Symmachus and the incarceration of Pops
John L. (523-526). *
Almost the last act of his reign was the nomination of the
worthy Feux TIL (IV.) to the papal chair, after a protracted
struggle of contending parties. With the appointment he
sssued the order that Thereafter, as heretofore, the pope shoulg
be eclected by clergy and people, but ghould be confirmed by
the temporal prince before assuming his office; and with thi
understanding the clergy and the city gave their consent to the

nomination. 7
Yet, in spite of this arrangement, in the election of Boni-

Sface I1. (530-532) and John II. (532-535) the same dis-
arrelling and briberies oceurred ;—a sort of chronie

civil gﬂvernment, and

graceful qu
disease in the history of the papacy.

Soon after the death of Theodoric (526) the Gothic emp
fell to pieces through internal distraction and imperial weakn!
Ttaly was conquered by Belisarius (585), and, with Afri

h the East Roman empire, which rene

ain incorporated wit
omder Justinian its ancient splendor, and enjoyed a transier

after-summer. And yet this powerful, orthodox emperor
o slave to the intriguing, heretical Theodora, whom he
raised from the theatre to the throne ; and Belisarius likev
his victorious general, was completely under the power of I
wife Antonina.

With the conquest of Ttaly the popes fell into a perilom
and unworthy dependence on the emperor at Constantinoplé
who reverenced, indeed, the Roman chair, but not less that of
Constantinople, and in reality sought to use both as toolsd
his own state-church despotism. AGAPETUS (535-536) offe el
foarless resistance to the arbitrary course of Justinian, ané
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ally protested against the elevati i

us to the patriarchal see of C:nt;::nﬁnzi?eEugﬂu gn
» intrigues of the Monophysite empress, his succe;ssor ]E: :
verivs (a son of Hormisdas, 536-538), was deposed :}11 ?;]I:e
ae of treas‘:onabla correspondence with the Goths a.ng
: hed to the island of Pandataria, whither the worst he,a.then

panis
~ pmperors used to send the victims of their tyranny, and where

o 540 he died—wheth i
':fn; 0 5 er a natural or a violent death, we do
Viemius, a pliant creature of Theod
= & ora, ascended the papal
uhsu‘ under the mlhta'.ry protection of B’e]jsarius (53335&511)
The empress had PI‘OI{].ISE‘:& him this office and a sumn of mone -
on Gondm::ln that he nullify the decrees of the council of Ghii:
‘edon, apd pronounce Anthimus and his friends orthodox
!_g.h?; ambitious and‘duubled-tongned prelate accepted the con-
ﬁtgﬁ, an_d acc-}mpllllshed the deposition, and perhaps the death-
verius. In his pontificate occurred the viol :
- | ent contro-
yersy of .the threﬂe chapters and the second general council -::-]f
ﬂmfstar?tmople (553). His administration was an unprincipled
mbﬁ“mllatn’ﬁn between t]?e dignity and duties of his office Pa:ud
P ervience to an alien theological and political influence ;
” :EBI; relfieatfat? condemnation of the three chapters in beha]f)
utychianizing spirit, and repeated retracti
demnation. In Constantino e il
. ple, where he resided
at the instance of the em = gt iesi
e 41 : peror, he suffered
:pt:melcutwn,;ut without the spirft of mamt}rrdo;;] “ﬁ:dPE'StEE::
its glory. For example, at least accordin ,
: o to Western ac-
::;nt]is; Ilé?n;vaslt?o:}erégy h;urn from the altar, upon wl;e;;l ?lce
ding with bo nds so firmly that the
::nt;pa}rrijll}l in abo?hhﬁn ; he was dragged througg]?it: sti-etehtz
e around his i
i ® ropo aroc. neck‘, and cast into a common prison ;
| e .oldf:ibm.lt to the will of Justinian and his
e yie at last, throngh fi iti
B e e X gh fear of deposition.
return to Ro ied in Siei
of the stone, on his way thither (554). e
» hPa‘ELAd ;rrg:l iuifyﬁgﬁizi by order of Justinian, whose favor
gained as papal legate at Constanti
was made successor of Vigilius, but found only two l:iz?l?)ll;ea’






